
BRECKLAND PARTNERSHIP 
 

28 January 2010 
 

Report of Rob Walker, Director of Community Services, Breckland Council 
 

PRIDE IN BRECKLAND UPDATE 
 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an update and overview of the Pride in 
Breckland campaign. 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Breckland Partnership Board: 
 
2.1    Note the contents of the report. 

 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Background 

3.1.1 The Pride in Breckland campaign is a key delivery vehicle for the Breckland 
Partnership (LSP) and is intended to act as the catalyst for a variety of community 
and partnership based projects or initiatives, which directly support Council priorities. 

 
3.1.2 The Breckland Partnership (LSP) launched the Pride in Breckland campaign in July 

2008.  The projects objective is to address the long and short term issues, which 
have a negative impact on community cohesion.  To this end the project has the 
following goals: 

 

• To improve the quality of life for all Breckland residents and to make the district 
an even nicer place to visit 

• To develop the respect and sense of ownership in the local area 

• To expand relationships between different sections of the community 

• To encourage the sense of pride in the district 

3.1.3    In its Business Plan for the financial years 2008/09 to 2010/11, Breckland Council 
made provision for Pride in Breckland.  The project was initially funded as part of the 
Council’s Area Based Grant with an allocation of £200,000 over a 3 year period; 

Year 1 08/09: £75,000 

Year 2 09/10: £75,000 

Year 3 10/11: £50,000 

 

The project funding supports the appointment of a full time Project Coordinator role 

over the three year period at Grade 8 level. 

Remaining budget 

2009/10 – £38,000  
2010/11 - £50,000 
 

3.2.1 Completed Projects 
 

Many projects and initiatives have been successfully delivered since the launch of 
Pride in Breckland in July 2008. The following four projects are an example of what 
has been achieved. A list of all completed projects and initiatives can be found in 
Appendix A. 

      



Pride in Breckland Awards – On 20th March 2009, the Pride in Breckland campaign 
hosted the inaugural Pride of Breckland Awards. The Pride of Breckland awards 
were designed to celebrate and recognise the districts unsung heroes and their 
valuable contributions to life in Breckland.  Over 180 local people were nominated for 
an award in the 9 categories available. The event generated a lot of positive press 
coverage as well as letters and telephone calls of gratitude from residents.  

Pride in Our Armed Forces – Breckland is proud of being the home of the Light 
Dragoons. The Light Dragoons and their families are an integral part of our 
community, so it is important that we recognise their bravery, extreme courage and 
great determination. Pride in Breckland was the proud sponsor of the Welcome 
Home Parade which Breckland Council arranged in December 2009. In support of 
this the new Pride in Breckland website opened a message board so that members 
of the public could have the opportunity to send a personal message to our brave 
soldiers and their families. Messages have been received from far and wide 
including one from David Cameron MP.  In conjunction with Archant news, Pride in 
Breckland has also produced a commemorative magazine which celebrates the 
pride we have in our Armed Forces. The magazine was sold to the general public as 
a souvenir of the Welcome Home Parade. Over £1200 was raised through sales 
which will be presented to the Light Dragoons Benevolent Fund. 

Creation of International Environment Group – Pride in Breckland has created a 
group of volunteers that is made up of residents from different backgrounds and 
cultures in Thetford. These individuals have one common bond - they care about 
their environment. The group is helping to tackle a mixture of issues throughout the 
district such as litter, graffiti removal, recycling and waste reduction. 

Community Clean Up Days – Pride in Breckland has teamed up with the local 
housing associations and Safer Neighbourhood Teams to carry out Community 
Clean Up days. The first day was successfully carried out at Charles Close in 
Toftwood where residents were encouraged to do their bit and tidy up their street. 
Skips were provided for bulky items and children carried out a mass litter pick across 
the estate. All family’s that took part were given crocus bulbs which were planted in 
their gardens. 

3.2.2 Current and future projects  
 

With the profile of Pride in Breckland now steadily rising, a variety of community 
based projects and initiatives will continue to be delivered to help achieve the goals of 
Pride. The following four projects are an example of what is currently underway and 
planned. An entire list of current and future projects can be found in Appendix B. 
 
Cultures Showcase Evenings – These will be a series of workshops and fairs held 
across the district allowing Breckland residents to learn more about the varying 
cultures that co-exist in the district. 
 
The Breckland Blitz – In conjunction with Breckland Council’s Environmental 
Services, Pride in Breckland will run a mass spring clean type event across the 
district, encouraging all residents to do one thing to make their district cleaner and 
greener. The project will include initiatives such as community clean up events and 
mass litter picks. 
 
Breckland Master Chef – This Pride in Breckland project gives young Breckland 
residents a chance to show off their culinary skills. The competition will be similar to 
the BBC 'MasterChef' concept and will have sub finals in all market towns leading to a 
grand final in May. 
 
Pond Enhancement Project - Pride has enlisted the help of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust 
to undertake a study of three ponds in Breckland (Hillcrest Pond, Toftwood; Neatherd 
Moor Pond, Dereham; Bawdeswell Pond). The studies list all the living creatures in 
the pond and recommends what is required to enhance the ponds for future use.  
Local schools and volunteers will be used to help with the project. 



 
3.3.3   Issues 
 

In order to achieve the objective of Pride in Breckland, the projects and initiatives that 
it delivers must address all the goals of the Pride in Breckland campaign.  
 
The first graph below shows which Pride in Breckland goals have been addressed by 
the projects and initiatives delivered so far. Up until the end of December 2009, the 
chart suggests that not enough projects contribute towards the goal of expanding 
relationships between the different sections of the community. Just 36% of all 
projects/initiatives delivered so far have addressed this goal. 
 
Projects/initiatives delivered up till end of Dec 2009 

 
A To improve the quality of life for all Breckland residents and to make the district 

an even nicer place to visit 

B To develop the respect and sense of ownership in the local area 

C To expand relationships between different sections of the community 

D To encourage the sense of pride in the district 

 
The following chart demonstrates that this issue has already been addressed with 
71% of all current and planned projects/initiatives addressing the goal of expanding 
relationships between the different sections of the community.  
 
Current and planned projects/initiatives 

 
A To improve the quality of life for all Breckland residents and to make the district 

an even nicer place to visit 

B To develop the respect and sense of ownership in the local area 

C To expand relationships between different sections of the community 

D To encourage the sense of pride in the district  
 


